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ITis ſo uſual for whatever has the leaſt ſemblance 


of a book, to have ſomething like a preface, con- 


taining the authors apology and deſign, that the 


moſt trivial performance ſeldom ventures abroad 


without ſome ſuch introduction; and if a perſon 
is deſirous of communicating his thoughts to the 


world, a plauſible reaſon is generally aſſigned. I 


might, in the preſent inſtance, avail myſelf of the 


common-place excuſe, of preſſing ſolicitations from 
ſome who heard the following diſcourſe from the 


pulpit: I will not, however, take advantage of 


that circumſtance, but frankly confeſs, that from 


a humble hope the Sermon may, in ſome degree, 


operate as a check to- ignorance, I willingly, but 
with the utmoſt deference, ſubmit it to the can- 


dour of ſuch as may condeſcend to peruſe it; re- 
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queſting them to remember, that at the time of 
its delivery nothing could be more remote from 
my thoughts than its ſurviving (except in the re- 
collection of my hearers) the ſervices of the day, 
I can truly ſay, that the tranſactions refered to 
in the title page, have given me very ſenſible 
pain, as they afford melancholy proof of the dif: 
poſition of ſome (who are too well informed not 
to know better) to continue to . upon the 
poor deluded multitude that abſurd falſehood, of 
the war being carried on for the defence of 9 12 
gion. Alas! whatever religion it is intended to 
defend, we are ſure it is not chriſtianity; for the 
great founder of that divine ſyſtem informs us, 
that His kingdom is not of this world, elſe would his 


ſervanti fight. Aﬀecting proofs are alſo given of 


the 'eaſe with which the crowd are miſled, To 
fee them preſs by thouſands to ſuch a ſervice—to 
hear their unqualified approbation of it—to find 
that they miſtake it for devotion—and that they 
conſider it as an evidence of the piety of this 

country, notwithſtanding the contempt which 
themſelves and others caſt upon almoſt every di- 
vine command ;—theſe are things which muſt ſure- 
ly awaken ſentiments of pity in every mind not 
totally deſtitute of all religious knowledge, If 
ten thouſand ceremonics had been performed, they 


8 8 would 
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Ly % 
would never have drawn an animadverſion from 


me, providing the performance had not aſſumed 


a religious air; but I make no apology for what 


may, perhaps by ſome, be termed my © officiouſ: 
neſs ;” as I conceive the public conduct of public 


characters, is fairly 2 to the remarks of any 


who may think proper to make them; and as 


J am {ure my motives are {uch as will ſecure 


the approbation of my own mind, I can give the 
moſt ſevere but little reaſon to hope for ; gra- 
tification from my diſquietude, whatever cenſure 
may be pronounced, I have ſpoken freely reſpect- 
ing the eſtabliſhment, but wiſh it to be remarked, 


that my objections againſt © THE CHURCH,” (as it is 


pompouſly termed) are not greater than againſt 


every other NATIONAL cure n. The Epiſcopalian 


ſect ſeem to entertain a notion that the Diſſenters 


wiſh to ſee the preſent forms eſtabliſhed by law, 


done away, and ſomething of their own ſubſti- 


tuted in their room, I will venture to ſay, that 
theſe are not the wiſhes of ſuch Diſſenters as un- 
derſtand the juſt grounds of our nonconformity ; 
tor our deſires are, that Chriſtianity may be de- 
livered from all its ſhackles, and that it may ſtand 
upon the baſis npon which it nobly ſtood, in the 
firſt ages of the Chriſtian church : being perſuad- 
ed, that every church, founded on buman laws, 


and 
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and governed by the civil magiſtrate, is antichriſ- 
tian. I hope I ſhould moſt ſincerely rejoice in 
the univerſal reign of Chriſtian love and benevo- 


lence, but am fully convinced, that it muſt be 


preceded by the light of truth: if the fainteſt 


ray ſhall be found to ſhine from the labours to 
which my life is devoted, I ſhall eſteem myſelf 
amply rewarded. | 
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PAUL STOOD IN THE MIDST OF MARS”-HILL, AND 
SAID, YE MEN OF ATHENS, 1 PERCEIVE THAT 


IN ALL THINGS YE ARE TOO SUPERSTITIOUS. 


by 


It is not poſſible that any thing can be more op- 


poſite to reaſon or revelation than ſuperſtition ; 
yet the hiſtory of every paſt age, as well as the 
tranſactions of the preſent, unite in teſtifying, 


that it gains an eaſy admiſſion into the humat: 


mind, and that its expulſion is a taſk of the great- 
eſt difficulty. The Heathen worſhip was a mix- 


ture of fable, abſurdity, and impicty ; yet its de-, 


luded votaries zealouſly guarded it with numerous 
laws, and not unfrequently puniſhed thoſe with 
death, who ventured, from a conviction of its 
folly, to oppoſe, or deſert it. Even the Fews, 
who were favoured with an expreſs revelation 
from Gop, diſcovered an amazing propenſity (prior 
to the Babyloni/ſh captivity) to this criminal weak- 
neſs; which occaſioned that reflection, My people 
have changed their wlory for that which doth no? 
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profit. Be aſtoniſhed, 0 ye heavens, at this, aud 


be horribly afraid, be ye very deſolate, ſaith the 


| 2 For my people have committed evils + 


hey have forſaken me, the fountain of living wa- 
ters, and hewed them out ciſterns, broken ciſterns, 
that can hold no water. Athens, the place where 


we now find the apoſtle exerciſing his miniſtry, . 


was a celebrated city of Greece; renowned for 
the magnificence of its buildings, and the learn- 


ing, wealth, and conqueſts of its inhabitants, It 
gave birth to Socrates, Demoſthenes, and other 


famed philoſophers and orators. Amidſt all their 
boaſted ſplendour, Paul beheld. them enveloped 
in the miſts of ſuperſtition; but feeling a gene- 
rous wiſh for their deliverance, endeavoured to 
apprize them of their folly, by ſaying, Ye men of 
Athens, I perceive that in all things ye are loo ſu- 
perſtitions. For as I paſſed by, and beheld your de- 
vottions, I found an altar with this inſcription, To 
THE UNKNOWN GoD. Some tell us, that the oc- 


caſion of this altar being erected, was as follows: 


At a time when the plague raged among the 
Athenians, they were divided in ſentiment re- 


ſpecting the god to whom their e ee ſhould 


be offered, for the removal of this calamity. In 
proceſs of time the plague ceaſed, and they were 
then equally divided in opinion, reſpecting the 
deity to whom the honour of their deliverance 
was to be paid. In vain they endeavoured to 
convince cach other, and ſo at length agreed that 


an altar ſhould be raiſed, bearing the inſcription 


which excited the notice &f the apoltle, | 
Though 
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Though the preaching of Paul at Dif; does 
not appear to have been attended with any very 
remarkable ſucceſs, yet his labours were far from 
being in vain, A part of the city {till remains, 
and is ſaid to contain from eight, to ten thouſand 
inhabitants, three fourths of which make a pro- 
feſſion of chriſtianity, 'Let us indulge a hope, 


that out of fo conſiderable a number, there are 


ſome at leaſt, who worſhip the Father of the Uni- 
verſe, in ſpirit and in truth, | 


I have no intention of inquiring into the pe: 
culiarities of the ſuperſtition of the Athenians ; 
but ſhall take the liberty of remarking, _ 


FIRST, That there is a diſpoſition in man which 
leads him to the as Won of this folly, We 
thall then, 


SECONDLY, Conſider ſome of the evils attendant 


f 


upon it, 


THIRDLY, Inquire into the cauſe of its preva- 
lency,—and, | 


LASTLY, Attempt ſome improvement of the 


ſubject, by offering two or three things to your, 


attention, by way of antidote againſt it. 


In the FirsT place then we ſay, There is a 
diſpoſition in man, which leads him to the in- 
dulgence 
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dulgence of ſuperſtition. But before we proceed 
it will be proper to define the term. Superſti- 
„tion is of two kinds, which may perhaps be 
„ diſtinguiſhed from each other, by calling one 
a vulgar, and the other a religious ſuperſtition,” 
By vulgar ſuperſtition, ] mcan that attention which 
is ſo frequently paid by weak minds, to what arc 
called ominous events, By religious ſuperſtition, I 
mean thoſe falſe ideas of godlineſs, which are the 
corruption, and bane of that worſhip which the 
Divine Being requires, Religious ſuperſtitich, 
the ſubject we at preſent diſcuſs, is a weak 
ſcrupulolity, proceeding from timid, fearful ap- 
prchenſions of the ſeverity of the Almighty, The 


ſuperſtitious ſcem to think the Great Jehovah as 


weak, as they imagine him imperiouſly auſtere ; 
for their conduct always appears to indicate, that 
they have ideas of his being eaſily appeaſed by 
any parade, or ſolemnity, if it be but performed 
with a ſufficient degree of external grimace, *Re- 
* ligious ſuperſtition may be divided into notzons, 
paſſions and adions, Superſtitions no77ons of God, 
are ſuch ideas as are inconſiſtent with His cha- 
racer, who is declared to be Glorious in HFoli- 
* neſs, and Infinite in Underſtanding, Superſtitious 
paſſions are thoſe emotious of mind, produced 
by repreſentations of the Deity, and of his 
worſhip, which are not founded in truth, but 
in the vain imaginations of mankind, And ſu— 
perſtitious actions, are thoſe parts of a perſon's 
conduct, naturally reſulting from notions ſo 
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* formed, and paſſions ſo excited,” * That men 
are diſpoſed to ſuperſtition, will appear, by the 


united teſtimony of ſacred and profane hiſtory, as 


well as from that which daily comes under our 
own obſervation, 

(i.) From the ſacred ena we underſtand, 
that in the early ages of time, men diſcovered an 
inclination to this abſurdity. Abraham's father's 
family ſerved other gods, beyond the river Eu- 
phrates, And it is equally plain, that Laban had 


idols, to which Rachel alſo diſcovered too great 


an attachment. The family of Jacob were once 
ſo far apoſtatized, as to occaſion the good patri- 
arch to ſay to his houſehold, Put away the ſtrange 
gods that are among you, and let us ariſe and go up 
ro Bethel; and I will make there an altar unto God, 
who anſwered me in the day of my diſtreſs, and was 
with me in the way that I went, In after ages, the 
Fewiſh kings, as well as others, were the ignorant, 
zealous advocates of the moſt abominable idolatry. 
Though the wiſdom of Solomon is juſtly cele- 
brated, yet there were periods even in the life of 
that great man, wherein he appeared in the cha- 
racter of a fool: Ves, even Solomon went after 
Aſntoreth, the goddeſs of the Zidonians, and after 


Milcom, the abomination of the Ammonites, And 


he built an high place for Chemoſh, the abomination 
of Moab; and for Molech, the abomination of the 
children of Ammon, The faithful voice of truth, 


* For theſe ſentiments I am indebted to the late Mr, Robinſon, 
though I have not exactly followed his language. 
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in the pointed reproofs, and tender expoſtulations 
of the prophets, ſpoke ſo plainly, that ſhe muſt 
have been heard, had not the united clamour of 


pride, ignorance, and prejudice been raiſed againſt 


her. But while feir yelling vociferations were 
maintained, the force of reaſon, the alarm of de- 
nunciation, and the allurements of promiſe, were all 
inſufficient to reclaim theſe deluded madmen. The 
kings of 7/rael, ſhould have been the friends and 
guardians of the prophets of the Lord; but they 
frequently, in the moſt wanton manner, reward- 


ed their honeſt cenſures of ſuperſtition, by impri- 


ſonment, and every cruel form of dench. 
Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, gave full weak 
that the warmth of his zeal, for the maintenance 
of the worſhip which he had eſpouſed, was not 
inferior to the paſſionate ardour diſcovered by the 
Zewiſh kings. In the genuine inſulting tone of a 
royal perſecutor, he ſaid, O! Shadrach! Mefſhack! 


and Abednego! do ye not Hows my gods nor worſhip 


the image which I have ſet un? If ye fall down and 
worſhip the image which I have made, well; but if 
ye worſhip not, ye ſhall be caſt the ſame hour into 
the midſt of a burning fiery furnace, and who is that 
Gop that hall deliver you out of my hands Such 
was the intolerant inſolence uſed by theſe blaſphe- 
mous defenders of ancient ſuperſtition ; and while 
we recollect, that the thunderbolts of eternal 
juſtice did not inſtantly fall upon the heads of 
theſe cruel tyrants, we record theſe things among 
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the moſt ſtriking inſtances of is forbearance, who 
is emphatically ſtiled—THE GOD of PATIENCE. 

When Chriſtianity was introduced into the 
world, it made its firſt appearance in the Roman 
Empire; but as it was preſently diſcovered to be 
prejudicial to the eſtabliſhed religion, a profeſſion 
of its doctrines became a capital offence; the 
Chriſtians in great numbers were put to death, 


and in many inſtances without even the ſemblance 


of trial, or any thing like an opportunity of de- 


fending themſelves. Such was the ſettled deter- 


mination of theſe furious zealots, to guard by 
every precaution the eſtabliſhed abſurdities, that 
they knew nothing even of toleration; and ſuch 
was their rage againſt thoſe who ventured to ex- 
erciſe the right of private judgment, that a fol- 
lower of Chriſt might, with propriety, have faid, 
Let a bear robbed of her whelps meet me, rather 
than a fool in his folly, Brethren, the friends of 
civil and religious liberty in this country, are 
not without juſt grounds of complaint ; but when 
we compare our ſituation, with the hapleſs cir- 
cumſtances the injured men to whom we now re- 
fer, ſurely we have reaſon for ſaying, The lines 
are fallen to us in pleaſant places ; yea, we . a 

goodly heritage, | 
(2.) If we were to conſult Eccle/iaſtical Hiſtory, 
that diſpoſition in man, which leads him to the 
indulgence of ſuperſtition, would become {till 
more and more evident, The ſuperſtitions which 
have diſgraced. what is called the“ Chriſtian 
B 2 world,” 
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world,” have generally, as from a native ſource, 
iſſued from the church of Rome; which is the 
mother of ignorance, the ſink of corruption, and 
the protectreſs of all the enormities and vices of 
human nature, It would be tedious to attempt 
an enumeration of a thouſandth part of the ſcan- 


dalous corruptions, which are ſo cautiouſly 


guarded in that favage inſtitution. Were it ne- 
ceſſary, we might remind you of the boaſted 
power of the prieſts to pardon the guilty, and to 
grant indulgencies for the commiſſion. of every 
vice with impunity, We might put you in mind 
of the ſuppoſed infalibility of that Man of /in, the 
Jon of Perdition, who receives divine honours, by 
the blaſphemous titles which he aſſumes; and of 
the damnation which he, maniac-like, pronounces 
upon all who are not connected with this irra- 
tional communion, © Different kinds of ſuper- 
* ſtition deſerve different treatment, according 


to the nature and degree of the evils of which 


* they are productive. Some are at leaſt compa- 


* ratively harmleſs, others are pitiable, ſome are 


„ laughable, and others are beyond expreſſion 
* horrible,” There was a time when the pro- 
teſtants of Zurich in Switzerland, would not 
drink the wine in the Lord's ſupper out of any 
veſſels except wooden cups; from an idea of their 
beſt agreeing with primitive ſimplicity. At the 
ſame time their neighbours at Bern were equally 
attached to ſilver; but the French proteſtants pe- 
tiored for the uſe of tin. Theſe were all compa- 

| ratively 
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ratively harmleſs, 'To ſee a man prevailed upon 
to belicve, that a few drops of ſtinking oil {prink. 


led upon him, will become the means of preſerv- 
ing his body from accidents, and of ſanctifying his 
ſoul, becauſe it was taken from a lamp placed by 
the tomb of a reputed faint, is a ſuperſtition 
truly pitiable. It was once ordained in Switzer- 
land, that no perſon ſhould go to church except 
in black clothes, nor even in them, if they 
were made in the modern {tile ; but ſurely when 
this law was enacted, the framers of it forgot the 
rifibility of mankind, But there are ſuperſtitions 
which are horrid ; and of this deſcription are all 
thoſe which circumſcribe the liberties, or endan- 
ger the lives of men, To a generous mind, how 
ſhocking mult it be, to behold Ignorance imbruing 
her hands in the blood of a fellow creature, under 
the ſtrange deluſion of pleaſing the God of un- 
bounded love and mercy! Humanity ſickens at 
the ſight, Compaſſion ſtands by and weeps, while 
Indignation ſpurns the guilty wretch from her 
preſence, my 1 
(3.) But from what appears in our own time, 
we perceive the folly of men in the inclination 
which they diſcover to ſuperſtition, Methinks 
you are here ready to ſay, © Yes, and if we were 
in ſome foreign countries, how plainly would 
their {uperſtitions weakneſs appear!“ But per- 
mit me to ſay, that if you ſee not this weakneſs 
at home in its moſt degraded form, I know not 
how to account for it, but by concluding,. that 
blindneſs in part hath happened to Iſrael. 
| | Sorry 
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Sorry ſhould I be to give ju/t ground of offence 
to any man, however oppolite he might be to my- 
ſelf, in his mode of thinking, either upon civil or 
religious ſubjects. I wiſh always to diſtinguiſh 
between perfous and things; and ſincerely hope, 
that if I ſpeak freely of the nationa[ eftabliſament, 
you will properly diſcriminate between the 
_ eſtabliſhment itſelf, and thoſe who are connected 
with it; many of whom are highly reſpectable, 
and whoſe friendſhip I cordially eſteem, Having 
made this explicit declaration, I have no heſita- 
tion in ſaying, that the Church of ENGLAND X ap- 
pears to* me, to be founded in court policy, and 
that the edifice is raiſed by the hands of ſuperſti- 
tion; nor do I apprehend that I break the laws 
of candour by conceiving of it, under the notion 
of popery in a leſs glaring, but more artful form;F 
for it is of little importance to any community, 
whether they are under a pope at Rome, who is 
infallible, or under one at home, who is incapable 


of doing wrong. That the Church of England is 


ſuperſtitious, moſt certainly appears, from the 
ſanctity which it attributes to places—the holi- 
neſs which it aſcribes to garments—the obſerva- 


*I uſe the phraſe in the general confuſed acceptation of it, having 
never yet ſeen it ſatifadorily defined; and I ſuppoſe never ſhall, 


1 Nothing like a reflection upon the memories of the venerable 


men commonly called The Reformers,” is here intended; they 
were the beſt friends to Liberty, civil and religious, that the times 
knew, and perhaps went as far as exiſting circumſtances would per- 
mit; but nothing could be farther from their thoughts, than an idea 
of their work being ſo perfect, as to be incapable of improvement. 
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tion of times not of divine appointment by 1 


king baptiſm eſſential to ſalvation—by giving her 
miniſters a ſuppoſed power of abſolution by pro- 


nouncing the ſentence of eternal death upon all 
who do not believe what ſhe terms—“ The Ca- 
tholic Faith ;” by requiring from every one of 
her miniſters, an unfeigned afſent and conſent to all 


and every thing contained in the book of Common 


Prayer, and in the zhirty-nine articles; with a 
great variety of other abſurdities, equally remote 
from every ſentiment and principle of genuine 
Chriſtianity, While purſuing the ſubje& of ſu- 
perſtition, it is not poſſible that we ſhould entire- 
ly overlook the late diſplays of it, as exhibited 
in various parts of the kingdom, and now brought 
to our very doors. To a benevolent mind, how 
painful muſt it be, to ſee men whoſe profeſſed 


office it is, to feed the ſheep of Chriſt, (and who 


are more than amply paid for the faithful dif- 
charge of their office) how painfully diſguſting to 
Tee theſe very men conſecrating banners of blood, 
intended to be waved as ſignals for their deftrue- 


* Thoſe who wiſh to ſee this ſubje& in a brief, forcible form, are 
refered to Palmer”'s Proteſtant Diſſenter”s Catechiſm ; and ſuch as 
Wiſh to read an elegant book upon it, (which no one dares attempt 


to anſwer) are refered to Towgood's Diſſenting Gentleman's Letters. 


On the ſubje& of Subſcription, ſee Flower on the French Conſlitution, 
and on the Neceſſity of a Reformation in Church and State in Great 
Britain, Chap. 3. in which the evidence is almoſt wholly drawn from 
the moſt celebrated writers in the eſtabliſhed church, 


+ This diſcourſe was delivered on the firſt Lord's day after the 


conſecratian of the colours belonging to the Yeomanry Cayalry at 
Woodbridge. 
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tion! O! tell it not in Cath. ' publiſh it not in the 
ſtreets of Aſhkelon ! 

Here, perhaps, ſome of you may be apprehenſive 
that I alſo am exceeding the lines of my province; 
but if ſuch are your thoughts, permit me witli 
all that reſpectful affection which I feel, to ſay, I 
think you are miſtaken, I avowedly ſtand here 


for the defence of truth : reaſon ſuggeſts, that to 


expole error, is to contribute towards the ſafety 
of its oppoſite : of that method I to day avail my- 
ſelf; nor can I, with tame ſervility, crouch to the 
prejudices of miſtaken. times, The Athenians 
might have told Paul, that as he was not of their 
church, it became him not to interfere in their 
religious rites and ceremonies; and no doubt he 
anticipated the contempt of ſome of them at leaſt, 


but like an honeſt man, fired with zeal for truth, 


he ſaid, Ye are ignorant worſhippers ; in all things 


ye are too ſuperſtitious, 
If we had read of the late tawdry exhibitions, 


having taken place in ſome remote age of barba- | 


riſm, it would have excited a ſmile; we ſhould 
have pitied the performers, and paſſed by the 
circumſtance; but when we ſee theſe things ta- 
king place at the cloſe of the eighteenth century, 
among a people, who at the very moment are 


boaſting of their ſuperior information, it awakens _ 


other ſentiments, However, I waſte not your 
time upon a buſineſs, which I am perſuaded, every 


thinking man amongſt you muſt cordially deſpiſe. 


But methinks your impartiality leads you to ſay, 
* That if Diſſenters have ſuperſtitions, they 
| | ought 
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ought in the ſame unreſerved manner to be ex- 


poſed,” In every view of that kind, I moſt ſin- 
cerely unite with you, Like other men we have 


_ doubtleſs our foibles and imperfections, but ſuper- 


ſtition does not appear (to me at leaſt) to be 


amongſt. the number; * and even our enemies, 


when they profeſs to delineate our character, do 
not make ſuperſtition any part of the colouring, 
but paint us in the oppoſite dreſs of enthuſiaſm.F 
To the ſuperſtitious the inſpired apoſtle propoſes 
this rational queſtion,—* Why are ye ſubject to or- 
dinances, after the commandments and dodrines of 
men? And Jeſus Chriſt ſays reſpecting the ſame 


characters, In vain do they worſhip me, teaching for 


doctrines the commandments of men, We proceed, 


SECONDLY, to conſider ſome of the evils attend- 
tendant upon ſuperſtition, It were a vain at- 
tempt to endeavour to enumerate fully the miſ- 
chiefs to which it gives birth, for it is an evil 


root, from which various branches grow, each of 


which gives exiſtence to innumerable ſhoots, all 
loaded with noxious leaves and fruits, ſo that the 


hemiſphere is darkened with its ſhade, and the 


earth infected with its influence, To ſpeak with- 
out a figure: | 


* Men of weak minds in every community, are doubtleſs liable 


to ſuperſtition; but the idea ſuggeſted here, is, That there is not 


any thing in the genuine principles of Proteſtant Diſſenters, which 
is in itſelf calculated to beget or foſter it. 


See Hume's Eſſay on Superſtition and Enthuſiaſm, 


C (.) It 


. 


Fa] = 
(I.) It promotes the worſt kind of Ignorance, 
Every thing around us ſeems to invite to im- 
provement, The ſun no ſooner riſes above the 
horizon, than it aſpires to meridian {plendour ; 


univerſal nature is in a progreſſive motion; and 


every art and ſcience is verging to a ſtate of per- 
fection. The viciſſitude ſo plainly inſcribed on 


every thing beneath the ſun, and the anxiety for 


farther advances in happineſs, of which the 
moſt fortunate Tre the ſubjects, unite in proving 
that religious knowledge is of unſpeakable impor- 
tance, But ſuperſtition is the bane of mental im- 
provement, and the guardian of ignorance, Look 
round the world, and you will almoſt invariably 
perceive, that in the proportion men are 
wedded to ſuperſtitious rites and ceremonies, they 
are-ignorant of whatever comes under the idea of 
Pure and undefiled Religion,” And affecting as 
the truth is, they are likely to remain in all the 
groſſneſs of darkneſs; for ſuch is the ſtrength of 
their prejudice, that they dread conviction, and 


fly from the means of inſtruction, as from a peſti- 
lential diſeaſe. In vain do the reſplendent rays of 


truth beam around them; for amidſt all their 
glorious refalgence, by obſtinately cloſing their 
eyes, they ſhall remain in darkneſs, - Well might 


the Pſalmiſt deſcribe them, by ſaying, They know 


not, neither will they underſtand, 
(2.) The evil of ſuperſtition is further 0 


vered, by the intolerance and cruelty with which 
it inſpires its votaries, How dreadfully apparent 


theſe hateful diſpoſitions have ever been in the 
impoſers 
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impoſers of ſuperſtitious rites, we have before had 
painful occaſion to obſerve, I wiſh not to dwell 


upon a theme ſo agonizing to minds which have 
imbibed the benevolent, {ympathetic ſpirit of im 


who came not to deſtroy mens lives, but to ſave them; 


but the order which we purſue, forbids that we 
ſhould in this part, entirely paſs over the atroci- 
ous crimes of which {ſuperſtition has been guilty, 
In the Church of Rome, ſhe has in cold blood, 


put thouſands, and tens of thouſands to death, by 


every torture which infernal ingenuity could 
poſſibly ſuggeſt. She has cauſed the tears, and 
blood, of our dear countrymen to flow, Yes, ſhe 
it was, whole deteſted hands enkindled the flames 


in Smithfield, when the voice of lamentation and 


woe, was in ſuch diſtreſling accents heard in every 


corner of the Britiſh iſles, Happy ſhould we be, 


if truth would permit us to ſay, that this Fury 
had never been permitted to gratify her eruel 
diſpoſition, in the Church of England; but, what- 
ever deſire we may have to forgive, it cannot yet 
be entirely forgotten, that in one reign only, of 
the laſt century, the Diſſenters of this country, 


| had millions of their property wrung from them, 


by iniquitous fines, and that thpuſands of them- 
ſelves periſhed in priſon under her inhuman do- 


It is not very uncommon for us to be told, that 
at this day we are under the greateſt obligations 
to © The Powers that be,” for the privileges which 
we enjoy, and that we ſhould thankfully accept 
of the gracious boon, and be cautious how we 
C2 1 diſcover 
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diſcover any thing like diſſatisfaction, leſt by our 
diſcontent our liberties ſnould become more cir- 


cumſcribed. But this is language, at which every 


one who feels himſelf a man, muſt inſtantly re- 


volt. We enjoy no liberties but thoſe which are 


our native and unalienable rights, and which can- 


not poſlibly be infringed, without an evident in- 


jury being on our part ſuſtained, I do not know 


that I can illuſtrate my ſenſe of obligation better, 


than by a familiar ſimile, If an highwayman ſtops 
me upon the road, and demands my money, but 
only takes a part of the property which he finds 
upon me, perhaps it may be poſſible to conceive 


. of my obligation to the robber, becauſe he has not 
taken the whole; and I think, I cannot honeſtly 


ſay, that my gratitude riſes higher than the na- 


_ tural reſult of theſe ſentiments, There are {till 


many ſevere laws in force againſt Diſſenters; till 
theſe are all openly renounced, they continue to 
diſgrace our venerable code, and prove the exiſt- 
ence of a ſpirit of perſecution. 

13.) The miſchievous effects of ſuperſtition are 
further diſcoverable, inaſmuch as it renders men 
tame and abject, and fits them for a ſtate of fla- 


very; and ſo, it at once gives being to the op- 
preſſor, and the oppreſſed. When we read of 
whole nations in a ſtate of vaſlallage, ſervilely 
bending before a ſet of ignorant, haughty, avari- 


cious prieſts; we know not which to admire moſt, 
the audacious inſolence of the maſters, or the 
tame ſubjection of the ſlaves. Amidſt our aſto- 
niſhment, a moment's reflection is ſufficient to in- 

form 


F 
of 


(8 7 
form us, that ſuperſtition is the only inſtrument 
that fits the mind to the ſhackles, which degrad- 
ing ſervitude thus rivets upon the abje& part of 
mankind, In our own country we obſerve too, 
that the ſuperſtitious, are the firſt to crouch be- 
fore the deſigning ſycophants of the day, and the 
moſt forward in forging the chains, which are de- 
ſigned to bind themſelves, and their fellow citi- 
Zens, in the fetters of wanton deſpotiſm, But 
the evils of this offenſive abſurdity, are not 
bounded even here, for ſuperſtition has in its 
train, conſequences of a more dreadful deſcription, 
than any we have yet glanced ar; for, 

(4.) It leags men from the proper object of all 
religious worſhipand adoration, to things by which 
they will at length be fataily deceived, Faith in 


his dear name, Who 1s the image of the inviſible 
Cod, and the jirſt born of every creature, and who 


hath ſuffered for fins, the juſt for the unjuſt ; Faith 
in that {ſacred name, TRE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUS“ͥ 


NEss, is the only ground which the ſcriptures of 


eternal truth lay for the hopes of guilty men; but 
the ſtupifyiag influence of this folly, leads the 
mind to a ſelf- complacency, from the unintereſting 
circumſtances of memberſhip with ſome particular 
church, or pompous ceremonies performed, to the 
neglect of the great and all-atoning ſacrifice of the 
croſs, You know it is no part of my character to 
be the retailer of anecdote from the pulpit, and 


forry ſhould I be to do any thing by which I 
might be juſtly charged with breaking the laws of 


decorum, which you have a right to expect ſhould 
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be preſerved inviolate in this place; but I know 
not how to paſs by a circumſtance, which at this 
moment occurs to my mind; a circumſtance 
which ought not to occaſion a ſmile, but ſhould 
rather excite compaſſion for the ſuperſtitions, A 
lady (whoſe family I well knew) in the north of 
England, was bending beneath a weight of years 
and infirmities, and confined to a bed of ſickneſs, 
from which ſhe never aroſe, During her illneſs, 
a friend who viſited her, ſuggeſted a thought, re- 
lative to the importance of a*well grounded hope 
in the proſpect of diſſolution. The lady confeſſed 
the force of the remark, and informed her friend, 
that ſhe now experienced the happineſs of it; for 
though it was a felicity of which few could boaſt 
in theſe unſtable times, it afforded her unſpeaka- 
ble conſolation, that ſhe could ſay, that in no one 


inſtance of her life, had ſhe ever worſhipped upon un- 


conſecrated ground! Such was the groſs ignorance 
which ſuperſtition nurſed, in the mind of one who 
was a perſon of (what the world calls) “ ſome fa- 


mily and faſhion.” Alas, my brethren! we have 
too much cauſe for believing, that thouſands who 


ſuſtain the name of Chriſtian, cannot give a bet- 


ter reaſon of the hope that is in them, 
Enough has, perhaps, been ſaid to prove, that 
ſuperſtition is an evil of a very ſerious nature; 


let reaſon, and the ſacred writings of the holy 


{cripture, be diligently employed againſt it; and 
if in a ſocial hour we are diſpoſed to laugh, per- 
haps our riſible powers will never be more uſe— 
fully employed, than by trying to put this impu- 
dent 


Cas ? 


dent vice ak of countenance ; and if ever the 
emendation of the eſtabliſhed liturgy is committed 
to me (though I hardly think myſelf in the way 
of preferment) the people ſhall then be inſtructed 


to ſay, From Prieſtcraft and Superſtition, good Lord 
deliver us, We now pals on, 


"THIRDLY, Toi inquire into the cauſes ak the pre- 
valence of this folly. 


(I.) The native darkneſs of the human 


mind, is doubtleſs to be conſidered as the 
fad occaſion of many of the ſtupid abſurdities 


of which we complain, To this cauſe the holy 
apoſtle attributed the ſuperſtition of the ido- 
latrous Gentiles; his words are, —* hen they 
knew God, (i. e. when they had ſome general con- 


_ ception of his being and glory) they. glorified him 


not as God, but became vain in their imaginations, 


and their fooliſh heart was darkened, And they 


changed the glory of the incorruptible God, into an 
image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and 


four-footed beaſts, and creeping things, Doubtleſs, 
ſome who were concerned in the introduction of 


theſe things, could not but be ſenſible of their 
vanity; but being crafty politic men, and having 
ſome concealed purpoſes to accompliſh by theſe 


means, they would ſpeak of their importance, and 


repreſent all the nonconformiſts of thoſe times as 
enemies to the ſtate. Having to do with an un- 
informed people, they would find their deceptions 


but ſeldom called in queſtion; for the unthinking 


myltitude in every agc and country, are too ge- 
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nerally diſpoſed to pay a blind, implicit obedience 


to the ereeds and modes of worſhip impoſed by 


men in authority, without conſidering that the 


| religious homage which the Almighty receives 
from his creatures, is a buſineſs in which no power 


on carth hath any right to interfere. The pa- 


trons of ſuperſtition, have ever been aware of the 
important ſervices rendered to their cauſe, by the 
reign of 1pnorance ; hence they have uniformly 


diſcouraged free inquiry, knowing that if infor- 
mation find its way to the minds of the people at 
large, it muſt be fatal to their tyranny. Thus 
Antiochus, who ſeemed determined that the Jews 
ſhould no longer worſhip the God of Iſrael, but 


bow before his idols, Rent in pieces the books of 


the law, and burnt them with fire; or if any conſent- 
ed to the law, the king's commandment was, that 
they ſhould put him to death, With fawning mean- 
neſs to have cringed before ſo imperions a wretch, 
would hav | 
we therefore applaud the valour of the oppreſſed 
Jews who went againſt the tyrant, ſaying, Ne 


fight for our lives and laws, Thie ſuperſtitious em- 


peror Diocletian, began his dreadful perſecution 
of the Chriſtians, by burning all their books and 
writings,* but the more he afflicted them, the more 
they grew; and thus it is with narrow-minded 
bigotry, ever defeating its own ends by the 


means it employs to attain them, The ſpirit of 


Diocletian is daily manifeſted in this country by 
the ſuperſtitious, who wiſh not the people to 


* See Moſheim's Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, Vol. 1. p. 125. 
| read, 
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read, or if they cannot be prevented from read- 


ing, their next deſire is, that nothing ſhould be 


peruſed tending to ſhake the Babel of folly, leſt in 
its preſent tottering ſtate it be thrown down, and 


not one ſtone left upon another, Deception has 
ever {ſought the ſhade as a place of concealment, 
and involved herlelf in myſtery with a view to 
the diſcouragement of inquiry; while Truth, 

with open countenance, walks abroad in the light 


of the meridian ſun, inviting every traveller ſhe 


meets to liſten to her voice, and with nice inveſ- 


tigation to examine all ſhe utters, May her 
beauteous form allure our hearts, and the words 
of her mouth be ever ſacred in our eſtimation, 
(2.) The uninformed having in general fo little 
of the ſpirit of inquiry, is another unhappy ſource 
from whence ſuperitition ſprings. Amidſt the 
clouds of error in which truth is enveloped, a 
perſon muſt make {ſeveral {acrifices before he will 


have it in his power properly to diſtinguiſh be- 
tween the one and the other. The man of indo- 


icnce muſt part with thoſe habits of indulgence 


by which his hours and days are conſumed ; the 
poſitive man muſt give up his prejudices, under 


the influence of which he now ſo peremptorily 


decides upon every queſtion; the voluptuous man 
muſt part, with the inordinate gratification of his 


ſenſes: and there are inſtances wherein-a// theſe 
ſacrifices muſt be made by an individual, before 


he will part with his-ſuperſtition, This is the 
price to which Solomon refered, when he ſaid, 


Buy the truth, and ſell it not. 
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But, alas! how few are there who are willing 
to be at ſo much expence for the ſake of truth! 
The great majority of mankind are engaged in 


purſuits which appear to their earthly, contracted 
minds, of far greater importance; and they prefer 


the riſk of being miſtaken in the moſt momentous 
concerns, to the labour and coſt attendant upon 


impartial inquiries after truth. Well, if men are 


determined to give corruptible things the prefe- 


rence to thoſe which are incorruptible; let them 


not however forget, that the day approaches, 
wherein the inexorable voice will pronounce ſuch 
words as theſe—7 called, and ye refuſed. Ye ſhall 
be filled with your own devices, Ye hall call upon 
mne, and I will not anſwer. May the God of truth 
inſpire us with a ſpirit of ſerious and diligent in- 
quiry, that we may no longer be the ſport of 
fancy, but partakers of that underſtanding which is 
.a well-ſpring of life unto him that hath it. 2 
(3.) Much of the prevalence of ſuperſtition is 
likewiſe to be attributed to the craft of deſigning 
men, whole intereſt it is, to perpetuate the de- 
ception; and they have many reſources of which 
they avail themſelves, They are frequently heard 


proclaiming the greatneſs, and wiſdom of thoſe, 3 


who firſt introduced the pageantry which they 


wiſh to preſerve, Thus the Gentiles told the 


idolaters, (whom they found to be uſeful tools in 
their ſtate manufactories) that their worſhip had 
the authority of men who were Inſpired by the 
gods for its countenance and ſupport; and thus 
in the church of, Rome, ſuperſtition receives 
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many a prop from the example of their wicked 
ſaints, whoſe lying wonders are palmed upon the 
credulous multitude, But perhaps there are 
ſcarcely any ſuperſtitious rites, which have not 
ſome name of reſpectability attached to them as 
their patron, which circumſtance cannot fail of 
producing an unhappy effect upon the minds 
which do not venture to think for themſelves, 

The antiquity of eſtabliſhed rites (however in- 
conſiſtent) is ſometimes urged as an apology for 
their continuance, This, the members of the 
eſtabliſhment of this kingdom, not unfrequently 
offer as a reaſon why every thing in their church, 
ſhould remain in its preſent form, If there was 
any thing in this bearing the ſemblance of argu- 
ment, the church of Rome might much more 
gracefully adopt it than the Church of England ; 
and it might be uſed as a ground of perſuaſion for 
the worſhip of idols, with much more propriety 
than by either of them. All that can poſſibly be 
advanced reſpecting the continyance of ceremo- 
nies, upon the principle of their antiquity, goes 
upon a ſuppoſition that former ages were not lia- 


ble to miſtake ; which is a poſition that one would 


think only needs mentioning, effectually to ex- 
poſe: and yet even this folly is not ſeen by the 


multitude. To ſtrengthen the prejudices of the 


deluded, the deſigning frequently tell them, that 
theſe things conſtituted the religion of their fore- 
fathers, and perhaps were never ſo much as ſu{- 
pected by their parents; and the inſtin& by which 
we feel ourſelves impelled to reyerence thoſe 
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who gave us birth, is played upon for the ignoble 
purpole of keeping the mind in bondage; and we 
are conſidered as caſting a reflection, if not com- 
mitting an outrage upon the memories of our fa- 
thers, becauſe we dare to exerciſe the right of 
private judgment, not conſidering that chriſtiani- 
ty enjoins, that every man be 2 perſuaded in his 
own mind, : 

The approbation of law-givers, kings, philoſo- 
phers, the great and powerful of the world, is 
ſometimes brought as a rcaſon why we ſhould not 
refuſe ſubjection to what they have thought pro- 
per to countenance and enjoin ; and notwithſtand- 
ing all that the ſcriptures affirm, and all that ob- 
ſervation proves, reſpecting the general ignorance 
of the mighty and noble in things of a religious na- 
ture, yet it is with the utmoſt difficulty that the 
great body of the pcople in any country are pre- 
vailed' upon to believe, that their national eſta- 
bliſhment can poſſibly be founded in error and ſu- 
perſtition, The prophet being aware of this 
amazing ſtrength of prejudice, ſaid, All people 
will walk every one in the name of his god, but we 
will walk in the name of the 1. ORD, 

Much pomp and {ſplendour 1s generally Wan in 
the worſhip of the ſuperſtitious, which has an 
amazing effect upon vulgar minds. The modeſt 
4iimplicity of pure Religion, which never courts 
the public eye, filently paſſes by unobſerved, or 
if through accident ſhe is feen by the crowd, as 
they know not her virtues, they perhaps deſpiſe, 
when they ought to adore. On the contrary, Su- 

perſtition 


1 
perſtition labours to fix the attention of all the 
world upon her gay attire, the external ſhew of 
her gaudy itrappings; ſhe does what ſhe can to 
charm the ear, and by every ſtratagem to allure 
the ſenſes. The ceremonies of Paganiſm, were 
performed in temples of the moſt ſplendid magni- 
ficence, their idols were frequently of pure ſilver 
or gold, and their muſic perfectly enchanting, 
Theſe things produced the effect which was in- 
tended, by drawing the multitude after them; 
the church of Rome followed the example, and 
in proportion as other churches have departed 
from primitive chriſtianity, they have become 
imitators; and to this day, the admirers of ſu- 
perſtion, are in numbers beyond all proportion, 
when compared with the few who walk in the 
ſilent retreat of wiſdom's way, The abettors of 
theſe falſe notions of religion, have generally told 
thoſe whom they wiſh to gain, that the perſons 
who renounce theſe canonized abſurdities, are 
only of the lower orders of the people, and that 
theſe are rather to be deſpiſed than thought wor- 
thy of imitation, So when the dignified ſimpli- 
city of JEsus CnRIST, ſo powerfully. overcame 
the prejudices of the ſubordinate officers, as to 
conſtrain them to ſay, Never man ſpake like this 
man, the inventive faculties of the Zewi/h Doctors 
could produce no other reply to the convictions 
which men telt, than, Have any of the rulers, or of - 
the Phariſees, believed on him? This people, who 
know not the law, are curſed, | 5 8 
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In addition to all this, ſuperſtition is generally 
fo contrived, as to be reconcileable to the paſſions 
and vices of men; ever ſhifting its ground, and 
accommodating itſelf to exiſting circumſtances, True 
religion inſiſts upon unfeigned piety and devotion 
before God, and the exerciſes of integrity and be- 
nevolence among men; nor will it admit. of ten 
thouſand oſtentatious diſplays as an equivalent for 


the want of any one of theſe excellencies. But 


ſuperſtition deſtroys theſe obligations, by placing 
in their room the empty ſhadow of ceremonies, 
with which there is a ſtrange diſpoſition in men 
to ſatisfy their conſciences. In proportion, 


therefore, as men are attached to vice, but find 


that they muſt have ſomething which ſhall at leaſt 
bear the name of religion, they will generally 
prefer any mock ſolemnity to the injunctions of 


_ chriſtianity, becauſe the former is pliant to their 


wiſhes, while the latter expreſsly, and with per- 


| ſeverance declares, © W1THoUT HOLINESS NO MAN 


SHALL SEE THE LokD.” | | 
After all, methinks, if ſecular advantage were 
not ſo generally on the ſide of ſuperſtition, its 
prevalence would not be ſo great as we are the 
painful witneſſes of. That it may be effectually 
ſupported, it is neceſſary to make it the intereſt 
of the majority at leaſt, to keep it in countenance; 
hence it is that great honours and revenues are 
almoſt excluſively enjoyed hy thoſe who eſpouſe 
this irrational cauſe; and though the conductors 
of a ſuperſtitious worſhip may not know how to 
reconcile it with religion, they find a requiem 
for 


ta] 


for their conſciences in this reflection, By this 
craft we have our wealth, Why are intriguing 
ſtateſmen ſuch uniform friends to this abſurdity ? 


It is thus accounted for: They have ſeldom any 


thing like a decided ſentiment upon chriſtianity ; 
but as they find ſuperſtition an uſeful inſtrument 
in ſecuring their authority, and gratifying their 
ambition, they give it the name of religion, and 
impoſe it upon the people; and thus it is, that 
Through covetouſneſs, they with feigned words make 
merchandize of them, | | 
Having conſidered the proneneſs of mankind to 
{uperſtition, ſome of the evils attendant upon it, 
and the cauſes wherein it originates, we proceed, 


LasTLY, To attempt ſome improvement of the 


ſubject, by offering two or three things to your 
attention as an antidote to {upeyſtition, 

(1.) If you would avoid fraudulent ſnare, 
and know how effectually to repel its various at- 
tacks, you muſt be determined that you will no 
longer receive chriſtianity upon the credit of 
others, but reſolve to underſtand the religion of 
Jesvs CRRISsT for yourſelves, and know how to 
diſtinguiſh it from the flimſy inventions of men, 
There is every reaſon for your making the theo- 
logy of the Saviour your principal ſtudy, God 
is the author of it; the great and glorious Being 
who is the Creator of all worlds—who/e throne is 
the Heaven, and whoſe footſtool is the earth —who 
meaſureth the waters, meteth out the heavens, com- 
prehendeth the duſt of the earth, and weigheth the 

| mountain 
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mountains and hills before whom. all: nations are 
counted leſs than nothing and vanity. - The divine. 
ſyſtem of purity, which we wiſh with carneſt at- 
fection to recommend to your beſt thoughts, pro- 
ceeded from HI who has given us exiſtence, to 
whoſe bounty we are indebted for every comfort 
we enjby, upon whom we are dependant for the 
completion of our hopes; w/o LIGRT, and with 
whont if no darkneſs at all, Jeſus Chriſt is that 
prophet whom the Lord our God hath raiſed up; 
him are we bound to hear in all things; for it 
will moſt aſſuredly come to paſs, that every ſoul 
which will not hear this prophet, ſhall be deſtroy- 
ed from among the people, I with not, however, 
to excite your dread, but to engage your affec- 
tions in the cauſe of pure unmingled truth. The 
Saviour had the kindeft intentions of promoting 
our preſent and eternal felicity, in all that he 
performed, endured, and taught. By an acquaint- 
ance with the truth as it is in him, men calmly 
ride upon the ſwelling billows of the moſt tem- 
peſtuous ocean, and finding themſelves in poſſeſ- 
ſion of that Hope, which is an anchor of the ſoul, 
'#mile at all the turbulence of tlie form, In af- 
fliction they are refigned—in death calm, if not 
triumphant—and in eternity they inhabit the 
worlds of light and glory; where, before the throne 
and before the Lamb, cloathed with white robes, and 
palms in their hand, they cry with a loud voice, 
ſaying, Salvation to our God, who fietetli upon the 
throne, and unto the Lamb, Seeing then, that bleſ- 
fings of ſuch ſtupendous magnitude are preſented 


to 


E : 

to our view, let us be ſcrupulouſly exact in our 
inquiries reſpecting the way in which we ſhould 
walk, to the attainment of felicity, ſo unſpeakable 
and boundleſs, Then our faith will no longer 


* ſtand in the wiſdom of men; but with the devout vi 
> apoſtle we ſhall ſay, I know in whom I have be- 
= H7ieved. 


(2.) Be perſuaded that „ truth is not of 
ſo unintereſting a nature, as to render it indiffe- 
rent whether you diſcover it or not; but that it 
ought to be conſidered by you as an inveſtigation 

of ſerious importance. As an apology for the in- 
' dolence of men, and that their ignorance may be 
kept in countenance, we are not unfrequently 
told, that Religious ſentiment is of no conſe- 
quence.“ While on the one hand, I ſhould be 
ſorry to have my mind ſhriveled up by that im- 
poveriſhed contraction, which knows not how to 
make- an allowance for the different modes of 
thinking which good men adopt; I am fully per- 
ſuaded, that to repreſent religious ſentiment as 
unimportant, is ſo far from having the ſanction of 
13 the great founder of chriſtianity, that his word 
is in direct oppoſition to it. Nothing would be 
eaſier than to ſhew, that the ſcriptures diſtinguiſh 
truth from error, and that they repreſent error 
as dangerous to be received, while, by every form 
of ſpeech, they direct us to e the truth. It 
was of religious ſentiment that the Son of God  \ 
ipake, when he ſaid, Take heed, and beware of the 
leaven of the Phariſees and of the Sadducees, 

FE. 5 When 
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When you are convinced of the importance of 
truth, you will become diligent in your inquiries; 
your aſſiduity will be crowned with diſcovery, 
Truth will unboſom her lovelieſt charms before 
your aſtoniſhed eyes; you will be enamoured 
with her divine beauty, while with every ami- 
able grace, ſhe will ſweetly pour the leſſons of in- 
ſtruction into your delighted ſoul. Under the 


. tuition of ſuch a teacher in vain will error at- 
tempt to ſeduce you; you will know how to re- 


ply to her dark inſinuations; you will become 
uſeful in guarding others againſt her deceptions, 
and thus become an important bleſſing to the 
church and the world. VH thou crieft after know- 


ledge, and lifteſt up thy voice for underſtanding ; 


if thou ſeekeſt her as filver, and ſearcheſt for her as 
for hid treaſures ; then ſhalt thou underſtand the fear 
of the Lord, and find the knowledge of God. 

(3.) Finally, if you would avoid the folly and evils 


attendant upon ſuperſtition, ſeriouſly conſider the 
ſpirituality of that worſhip which the Almighty 


requires. What if in ſtately temples we daily of- 
fered the moſt coſtly and ſplendid ſacrifices, ſtill 
without the divine authority to ſanction our per- 
formances, HE who hath informed us, that To 
obey is better than ſacrifice,” would interrogate 
us in ſome ſuch language as this,. —W yo HATH RE- 
QUIRED THIS AT YOUR HANDS? While, on the 
other hand, though we may never unite in the 


celebration of pompous ceremonies—though it 


may be our lot to walk with the deſpiſed and per- 
ed, 
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To 
ſecuted, —{tll, ſtill, my brethren, if our hearts 
are found found in the ſtatutes of the Lord,— 
The High and Lofty One who inhabitet h Eternity, 


will fay on our behalf, To this man will J look, 


even to him that is poor, and of a contrite ſpirit, and 
trembleth at my word, In a word, God is a Spirit, 


and they that worſhip him, muſt worſhip him in ſpirit 


and in truth, | 
To him be glory and honour, for ever and 
by V Cr. Ame N. | 


THE E N D. 


Lately publiſhed by the Author of this Diſcourſe, 


\ 


1 r © PRICE ONE SHILLING, 


DN ERR ALESIS 4 
3 


Tur MYSTERY or PROVIDENCE & GRACE, 


Ap THE SINS oF BRITAIN ; 


Wy 


TWO SERMONS, 


PREACHED AT 


WOODBRIDGE, ix SUFFOLK, 


18 14A 56 


THE FORMER DELIVERED 
EP — 5 
On the 2d of February, 1794; 
AND THE LATTER 


Oh the 28th of the ſame Month, 


- BEING THE DAY APPOINTED FOR A GENERAL FAST. 


